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After Mr. Singley announced his retirement
earlier this year, the Irving ISD School Board
voted unanimously to rename the Academy of
Irving ISD to the Jack E. Singley Academy,
much to his dismay. With great humility and
regard for others, he asked that the school not
be named in his honor and said, “I honestly
believe that when you’re naming schools after
local people, they ought to be volunteers, not
staff members.”

Jack Singley has made such a big dif-
ference in the lives of so many students and
teachers, and | cannot think of a better way to
honor him than by renaming this academy to
the Jack E. Singley Academy. | ask my fellow
colleagues to join me in recognizing Mr.
Singley and his lifelong commitment to ensur-
ing quality education for young people in Ir-
ving, Texas.
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Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, unfortunately | missed recorded
votes on the House floor on Wednesday, May
20, 2009.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“Nay” on Rollcall vote No. 273 (on agreeing to
H.Res. 456), “Nay” on Rollcall vote No. 274
(on ordering the previous question to H.Res.
457), “Nay” on Rollcall vote No. 275 (on
agreeing to H. Res. 457), “Nay” on Rollcall
vote No. 276 (concur in all but section 512 of
Senate amendment to H.R. 627), “Aye” on
Rollcall vote No. 277 (concur in Section 512 of
Senate Amendment to H.R. 627), “Aye” on
Rollcall vote No. 278 (Motion to suspend the
rules and agree to H. Res. 297), “Aye” on
Rollcall vote No. 279 (on agreeing to the
Kratovil of Maryland amendment H.R. 2352),
“Aye” on Rollcall vote No. 280 (on agreeing to
the motion to recommit with instructions to
H.R. 2352), “Aye” on Rollcall vote No. 281 (on
agreeing to H.R. 2352).
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Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the life and accomplishments of
the popular Singing Cowboy and actor, Monte
Hale, who passed away on Sunday, March 29,
2009, at the age of 89. His career as an enter-
tainer spanned over 60 years in the industry
making Westerns and singing country tunes.

Born Samuel Buren Ely in Ada, Oklahoma,
Monte moving to San Angelo, Texas at an
early age. He bought his first guitar for $8.50
at the age of thirteen and launched his musi-
cal career performing at various clubs around
the State. It was during his performance at a
War Bond Rally that Phillip Isley discovered
him and soon the handsome, talented young
man was headed to Hollywood for a screen
test. He hitchhiked all the way, stopping at a
gasoline station around the corner from the
studio, just long enough to wash his face and
comb his hair before making his appearance.
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Monte’s screen test was so impressive that
he was immediately signed to star in “The Big
Bonanza” with Richard Arlen. Shortly after he
was signed to a 7-year contract with Republic
where he was groomed up with films starring
Wild Bill Elliott, Sunset Carson, and such fare
as “Steppin in Society” (1945) with Everett
Horton.

Around this time the executives at Republic
were looking for someone to test a new color
film and they decided to team Monte with Adri-
an Booth in the Magnicolor “Home On The
Range” (1946), thus making Monte Hale Re-
public’s first western star in a color series.
Monte went on to star in 19 of his own films.

Monte was tall and handsome and pos-
sessed an excellent voice. With this in mind,
Republic put his voice and his songwriting tal-
ents to work in the westerns. Not considered
true musical westerns like those of Gene Autry
and Roy Rogers, Monte’s films were mainly
dramas in which he stopped to sing a song
now and then. He became one of Republic’s
most popular and respected singing cowboys.

Hale made a significant splash in the inter-
national comic book market of the era. Six
Monte Hale series of the dime picture books
were published in 27 languages and over two
million copies per month were sold.

After his departure from Republic, Monte
went on to do guest starring roles on such TV
series as “Gunsmoke,” “Wild Bill Hickock,”
and “Circus Boy.” He was a member of the
panel on “Juke Box Jury” and appeared on
the “Western Star Theatre” radio program. In
addition he continued his work in films, most
notably as Rock Hudson’s attorney in “Giant”
(1956) and in “Chase” (1966) with Marlon
Brando.

Off the screen, his most lasting contribution
was helping to establish the Autry museum.
Monte and his wife Joanne were co-founders
of the Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum
and served as members of the board of direc-
tors and have since the inception of the mu-
seum which is now part of the Autry National
Center as the Museum of the American West.

Hale made other contributions to the mu-
seum after its 1988 opening by greeting
guests and enabling them to chat with a real,
live singing cowboy. He also started encour-
aging fellow cowboy stars to contribute their
signature memorabilia for permanent display
in the museum’s movie gallery.

He donated his own white hat, guns, gun
belt and other prized treasures—then rounded
up more contributions, including Chuck Con-
nors’ shirt from “The Rifleman” TV series, Buf-
falo Bill's saddle and a Lone Ranger outfit. A
permanent exhibit dedicated to Monte Hale’s
career is located in the Museum of the Amer-
ican West's Spirit of Imagination Gallery. In
2004, Monte was honored with a Star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame for Motion Pictures.
His work for the Autry National Center of the
American West and his legacy as an enter-
tainer will not be forgotten.

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 2685, THE
CLIMATE AND OCEAN RESEARCH
AND COORDINATION ACT OF 2009
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, the risks
of climate change and climate variability are
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well-documented and under certain cir-
cumstances threaten public safety, national
security, industry and the economy, natural re-
source management, and our American way
of life. As these risks increase and become
more known, we are all challenged with how
to strategically respond and adapt to an un-
predictable climate. Just as my constituents in
Guam face uncertainty over how to respond to
rising sea levels and the increasing frequency
and ferocity of cyclonic storms, such as ty-
phoons, each state and territory of our great
Nation faces their own challenges in adapting
to climate change. Without reliable climate in-
formation and tools to project climate impacts,
it is difficult for any government to make in-
formed and strategic decisions. Strong leader-
ship, better coordination, more exchanges of
information, and a new approach to federal cli-
mate services are required to strategically and
cost-effectively manage public and private re-
sources in this dynamic environment.

H.R. 2685, the Climate and Ocean Re-
search and Coordination Act of 2009, which |
have introduced today, addresses these needs
by providing specific authority to enhance the
leadership role of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in the de-
livery of oceanic, weather, atmospheric, and
climate services, and for the first time, estab-
lishes a cooperative governmental and non-
governmental partnership to advance the abil-
ity of the federal government and the public to
respond to, adapt to, and plan for climate
change and climate change impacts.

Title | of this legislation codifies NOAA, ena-
bling it to better execute its diverse respon-
sibilities, and formalizes its role as the link be-
tween global oceanic and atmospheric re-
search science, and the functions, processes,
ecosystems, and management of our coastal
and ocean resources. Title Il establishes a
public-private  National Climate Enterprise
(NCE), comprised of federal and non-federal
partners to provide scientifically-based, author-
itative, timely, and useful climate and climate
impacts information, products, and services to
meet end-user needs and guide climate
change adaptation and mitigation.

Coping with the uncertainties raised by cli-
mate change will be one of our Nation’s most
serious challenges in the foreseeable future.
Credible, reliable, and usable climate informa-
tion will be fundamental toward determining
our success in confronting this risk to our
economy, society, and environment. Now is
the time for the Congress to both codify NOAA
and establish a coordinated, public-private Na-
tional Climate Enterprise to ensure that our
national efforts to mitigate climate impacts will
be guided by the best available scientific infor-
mation.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle, and especially with
my colleagues on the Committee on Science
and Technology which shares oversight re-
sponsibility for NOAA with the Committee on
Natural Resources, to advance this legislation
and to strengthen the abilities of the federal
government and the public to better under-
stand our dynamic climate and respond to,
adapt to, and plan for climate change impacts.
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